
Civil War reenactors from St. Marys celebrate West 
Virginia’s birthday at North Bend State Park 


WV is 7 50 years old 


By Jessica Michaels 
Staff Writer 

June 20 might be just 
another day for any other 
state, but for West Virginia 
it is a day of celebration. 
This year marked the 150 th 
birthday of statehood. 

Thousands gathered on 
the lawn of the capitol in 
Charleston to celebrate the 
birth of nation's 35 th state. 
West Virginia was brought 
to life in a 3-D film project- 


ed onto the state Capitol. 

Campus Librarian and 
West Virginia native Jill 
Gardner was passion- 
ate when asked about her 
state; she even spoke of the 
100 th centennial that she 
attended in 1963. “The cen- 
tennial train came through 
Keyser. It was a big deal." 
She said her grandmother 
sewed a gingham “centen- 
nial dress" for her, similar 
to the style wore in 1863. 


Patty Lee, in the Mar- 
keting and Communica- 
tions Office, is a knighted 
member of the Order of the 
Golden Horseshoe, an hon- 
or bestowed upon students 
with superior knowledge of 
West Virginia history. She 
says that she is very proud, 
and has been interested in 
the history of our state ever 
since. 

Professor Nick Goff was 
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Dr. Colelli envisions bright 
future at Potomac State 

By Ryan Beckman 
Editor, and 
Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

Provost Leonard Colelli 
talked about student re- 
tention, college finances, 
new housing, improved 
parking, and additional 
four-year degree programs 
in a wide-ranging interview 
with the Pasquino editorial 
staff. 

“Retaining current stu- 
dents will improve the col- 
lege's financial picture,” 
said Colelli. Three hundred 
and fifty students were lost 
between semesters last 
year. 

Colelli noted that state 
funding is declining for 
all colleges. He said the 
budget cut was 4.6 per- 
cent and budgets will be 
trimmed again this year. 

However, PSC is “the least 
expensive four -year school 



Provost Colelli meets with journalism students 


in West Virginia." 

Catamount Place was 
the centerpiece for the im- 
proved housing plan at 
Potomac State. Five apart- 
ments will be built on the 
first floor for family accom- 
modation. 

Four-year program de- 
velopment is also on the 
agenda for Colelli. The 
Computer Information 
Systems program may 
have a four-year bachelor's 


degree added. A degree in 
nursing is also on the ho- 
rizon, with the sale of the 
Keyser hospital to WVU. 

“We are very interested 
in a nursing program," 
Colelli said, and Potomac 
Valley Hospital is inter- 
ested in working with Po- 
tomac State to make a pro- 
gram. 

Student parking is also 
something that he plans to 
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Pasquino: Who are you? 

We are the staff of your student newspaper, begin- 
ning our 93rd year of continuous publication on the 
campus of Potomac State College. We are journalism 
majors and students from other majors, learning the 
craft of writing, editing, photography, interviewing, 
and page layout. We are proud of America’s First 
Amendment free-press proclamation. We are proud 
of our name, Pasquino, in use since 1921, in honor 
of the Roman statue pictured left, one of Rome’s 
“talking statues, ” where citizens left anonymous 
writings, critical of the government. 



Tribute to “Doc,” Tuesday 

A tribute entitled “Celebration of Life Through Music” 
will be held for the late John Hawkins , Ph.D., former mu- 
sic professor at Potomac State College , on Tuesday , Sept 
24, at 7:30 p.m., in the Church-McKee Arts Center. The 
event is free and open to the community. 

Hawkins passed away on the conclusion of the spring 
semester, 2013. 

The Potomac State College/ Community Jazz Ensemble 
under the direction of Fred Kesner will perform the first 
half of the program. 

Among the selections will be a composition by local mu- 
sician Jim Roderick, “Elegy for Doc. ” The jazz band's pia- 
nist, Ed Morgret, will also be featured on “Prayer Meetin’,” 
a gospel-style jazz piece. 

Highlights also include Pittsburgh saxophonist and close 
friend of Dr. Hawkins, Curtis Johnson, who will perform 
with the PSC Jazz Ensemble as well as with a jazz combo. 

The second half of the program features a reunion of 
cast members performing their signature songs from pre- 
vious musicals directed by Hawkins and Tom Valentine. 

These selections will include songs from Grease, Jesus 
Christ Superstar, Footloose Bye Bye Birdie, Cats, Chicago, 
The Wizard of Oz, and more. 

A goodwill offering to benefit the American Cancer Soci- 
ety will be collected. 

New SGA officers elected 

In recent elections, Lewis Vicinus was elected as 
new SGA president. His officers are Stacia Sowers, 
vice president; Sanna Swisher, secretary/ treasurer; 
and Katie Ratliff, representative to the Advisory 
Council of Students. 

SGA meetings noted 

The campus community is invited to attend SGA 
meetings in the Student Union Loft on alternating 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. The first meeting is Sept. 25. 

Free depression screening 

The Psychological Service Office at PSC is sponsor- 
ing a National Depression Screen on Oct. 9 and 1 0 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the Student Union 
Loft. This is a free and confidential program to help 
students better understand and identify mood dis- 
orders and learn where and how they can get help. 

Business plan competition 

Students can win up to $10,000 in the WV Col- 
legiate Business Plan Competition. Check out the 
website: www.be.wvu.edu/bpc 
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Academic Success Center 
off to busy semester start 


By Nannette Redmon 
Campus News Editor 

The Academic Success 
Center will be moving in 
the near future to a new 
location on the ground lo- 
cation of the Library. The 
new facility will feature pri- 
vate tutoring rooms and a 
full computer lab. 

But as the semester be- 
gins, the Science Hall loca- 
tion of the ASC is a busy 
place. ASC Coordinator 
Molly Bennett said that 
the computers are usually 
full between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. 

Science tutor Jen Jones 
said, “We are busy, and 
it seems like it is Dead 
Week.” Dead Week is the 
week before final exams 
each semester, when stu- 
dents traditionally crowd 
into the tutoring center. 

Bennett has been pre- 
senting information about 
the ASC to WVUe classes. 
In her presentation slides, 
she mentions benefits of 
the ASC including free tu- 
toring, free Wi-Fi, group 
studying, ability to print 
class paper, or just social- 
izing. 

Bennett said her mes- 
sage to students about 


checking out the services 
in the Success Center is: 
“You have nothing to lose.” 

The professional tutor- 
ing staff at the ASC is Ben- 
nett: psychology and soci- 
ology; Jones: lab sciences, 
chemistry and backup for 
math. Lynn Laird: Eng- 
lish, including tutoring in 
citations such as APA and 
MLA; and Barry Stephens: 
math, who Molly called 
“The business man of the 
planet right now.” 

April Alkire, a criminal 
justice peer tutor, said, “I 
am getting busier as the 
semester gets underway 
and test are starting.” 

Peer tutoring is an im- 
portant part of the ASC 
services. 

Molly said that many 
students who get tutoring 
come to the Success Cen- 
ter to better themselves, 
including scholarship stu- 
dents who want to keep 
scholarships, athletes who 
want to keep the grades to 
be eligible, and students 
who want to do bring their 
grades up. 

“Even 4.0 students come 
to the Academic Success 
Center,” she said. “They 
want to keep their 4.0.” 



Professional tutors Jen Jones , Lynn Laird , and Barry Ste- 
phens , in the ASC. Photo by Nannette Redmon 


Colelli 
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expand. Potomac State has 
recently purchased the 
hillside by Davis Hall, and 
will try to make that into 
two parking lots. 

Finally, Colelli is inter- 
ested in improving sports 
facilities and possibly add- 
ing new programs. The 
soccer field will be reno- 


vated with turf and should 
be finished by June 2014. 
Colelli has also examined 
adding cross country and 
lacrosse teams. 

Colelli has high hopes for 
future improvements, new 
courses, more bachelor’s 
programs higher enroll- 
ment, and better facilities. 


IN MEMORY 


Dr. John Allen Hawkins, one of the most 
passionate professors I have ever had, always 
showed unconditional love for music as he did 
for his students, says PSC student Tori Starkey. 

“In a 34-year career at Potomac State Col- 
lege, Hawkins taught numerous music classes, 
History of Jazz being one that I took, as well as 
producing and directing musicals such as Cats 
and Footloose .” Starkey, who considers Hawkins 
a mentor, still remembers meeting Doc in 2000 
when PSC performed Joseph And The Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

“Meeting him and seeing the show is what 
sparked my love of musical theatre.” 

Hawkins’ last production, McNeilVs Rangers , 
for which he wrote the original score in 1984, 
was performed at PSC in March. Just after fin- 
ishing the production, Hawkins passed away 
from a two-month battle with pancreatic cancer. 


Father, husband, friend: Chef Thomas Vieli, 
often referred to as “Chef Thomas,” lost his bat- 
tle with cancer in May of this year. 

Chef Vieli had over 30 years of chef and man- 
agement positions all over the world, from culi- 
nary arts instructor at Virginia Tech University, 
to corporate chef for BKI Worldwide, a global 
foodservice manufacturing company. 

Since 2003, Vieli lead the hospitality program 
at Potomac State College of West Virginia Uni- 
versity. “One of the best people I have ever met,” 
faculty colleague and good friend Thomas Sy- 
dow said. Sydow and Vieli would cook dinner 
together at each other’s homes and combined 
their talents during Sydow’s beer making com- 
munity classes. 

Potomac State will forever miss Chef Thomas. 

Hawkins and Vieli comments 
written by Nick Burton 


Professor Emeritus Richard Davis passed 
away June 29, 2013, after a short illness. 

He started his tenure at Potomac State in 1963 
and retired in 2002 after 39 years of service. 

If you didn’t know him personally you know 
his voice. That’s him at the Church-McKee Arts 
Center directing you to the emergency exits and 
asking you to open noisy candy before the show 
starts. 

Mr. Davis’ dry humor, his charm and quick wit 
gave him a knack for making music theory, an 
otherwise dull subject, fun. He showed his stu- 
dents how to appreciate classical music, encour- 
aging them to add a few classical pieces to their 
usual song list. He cared about his students. 
At the college and in the community, he taught 
countless students to play. Many former stu- 
dents went on to call Mr. Davis “friend.” 

Comment by former student Lisa Rodeheaver 
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CLUB NEWS 



BSA President Marquest Brice and the presenter of the program 
Doc Speaks, Dr. Adolf Brown, talked to students in the Union. 


BSA welcomes new members 


By Marquest Brice and 
Travis Ferrell 
Staff Writers 

The Black Student Alli- 
ance (BSA) this year wants 
to focus on bridging the 
social-cultural gap at PSC, 
according to club officers. 

Marquest Brice, BSA 
president, says that unity, 
diversity, and understand- 
ing student culture and 
background are key to 
building strong relation- 
ships in and out of the 
classroom. 

Travis Ferrell, BSA vice- 
president, says that if you 
limit what you experience 
in life, you limit the person 
that you are to become. 

The vision for BSA this 
year is to bring unity and 
diversity to an all-time high 
within the club and within 
the campus. BSA plans to 
increase involvement in the 


community. The club will 
sponsor educational and 
non-educational events for 
the PSC student body and 
the surrounding commu- 
nity. 

Anyone who is willing 
to promote unity among 
all people, and instill and 
maintain a sense of pride 
in one's own uniqueness 
can join, say club officers. 
You do not have to be Black 
or African-American. 

BSA is looking for stu- 
dents who want to help 
make an impact in the 
community, as well as in- 
dividuals with a voice to 
help act as a vehicle of ex- 
pressions for its members 
and the larger community, 
says club officers. “All col- 
lege students who want to 
be the start of a new leg- 
acy, should come out and 
join BSA; we welcome all.” 


New service club begins 

By Ryan Minnigh, Sports Editor 

Potomac State has started a Rotaract Club. The pur- 
pose of Rotaract is to provide an opportunity for young 
men and women to enhance the knowledge and skills 
that will assist them in personal development, to ad- 
dress the physical and social needs of their communi- 
ties, and to promote better relations between all people 
worldwide through a framework of friendship and ser- 
vice. 

The Rotaract Club will meet in Science Hall, Room 
204, every Thursday evening at 7: 15 p.m. 


Lee Mis is scheduled for March 



By Tori Starkey 
Staff Writer 

The famous Broadway 
show Les Miserables (pro- 
nounced Le Miz-er-ob) 
will be performed at the 
Church-McKee Arts Cen- 
ter, March 20-30, 2014. 
Auditions were held Sept. 
15-16. A cast list, as well 
as a small Q&A with some 
of the production crew, will 
be printed in the next edi- 
tion of Pasquino. 

Directed by the drama 
instructor Tom Valentine, 
Le Mis (as it's commonly 
called), narrates the strug- 
gles of an ex-convict, Jean 
Valjean (pronounced John 
ValJohn). His path to re- 
demption is paved with 
trial, tribulation, success, 
failure, love, and heart- 
ache, among several other 
stories, to tell the full tale 
of his journey. 

The play is set in the 
early 1800s (roughly 1820) 


in Paris. Two stories inter- 
twine. After breaking his 
parole, Valjean is hunted 
for decades by an intol- 
erable police officer Ja- 
vert. Valjean cares for the 
quite loveable and terribly 
stricken Cosette. Their de- 
cisions change both their 
lives forever. 

The story has been 
through several adapta- 
tions: from its beginnings 


as a Victor Hugo novel to 
being presented on several 
stages in several countries, 
including one of the lon- 
gest runs in Broadway his- 
tory, and most recently as 
an award-winning major 
motion picture. 

Potomac State College is 
glad to welcome the show 
to the stage at Church- 
McKee Arts Center this 
spring. 


Basketball coach looks 
forward to the new season 


By Cody Neil 
Staff Writer 

I recently conducted a 
Q&A session with head 
basketball coach of the Po- 
tomac State Catamounts 
Coach Justin Anderson. 
We discussed the upcom- 
ing season for this year's 
team. We began by dis- 
cussing the potential of 
the team and how they are 
looking in practice so far. 

“This year, the team has 
shown signs of increased 
athleticism and improved 
shooting,'' says Anderson. 
But there is still room for 
improvement. Coach An- 
derson goes on to say dur- 
ing practice the team con- 
ducts shooting repetitions 
and technique drills to help 
keep the team in rhythm. 

We then moved on to talk 
about the team defensive- 
ly and how he expects to 
improve the team on that 
end of the court. “Through 
conditioning and com- 
munication on the court,'' 
said Anderson. “Also, by 
promoting a team aspect 
of secondary and third re- 
sponsibilities.'' 

When asked about the 
athleticism of the team, he 
said, “We continue to strive 


to recruit good student 
athletes to Potomac State 
College.'' 

Near the end of the talk, 
I asked how the team looks 
chemistry-wise to see how 
players were getting along 
with each other on the 
court. Anderson said that 


it's too early to tell as it is 
still preseason. 

So all in all, expect a 
decent season from your 
Catamounts this year. It 
seems that Coach Ander- 
son has the team heading 
in right direction. 


Motivational speaker has 
message of hope for students 

By Travis Ferrell 
Staff Writer 


On the evening of Sept. 4, 
students at Potomac State 
College were treated to a 
great motivational speaker 
in a Church-McKee Arts 
Center auditorium in 

a program called Doc 
Speaks. 

Dr. Adolf Brown 

presented real life solutions 
to the problems facing 

college students today. 

A self-proclaimed “Edu- 
trainer,'' he talked in a way 
that his audience could 
understand and identify 
with in their own lives. 

“Real talk” is what he 
brought to the students at 
PSC. 


Brown spoke about the 
problems students face 
entering the workforce. 
He presented examples 
of what to do and not to 
do when trying to make a 
lifelong career choice. 

He spoke about respect. 
He let his audience know 
that his humble beginnings 
as a first-generation high 
school graduate from a 
single-mother family did 
not stop him from getting 
an education and becoming 
a nationally touring 
motivational speaker. 

Brown has written 
several books that touch 
all age groups. He has a 
Facebook page and his 
own website, dedicated to 
his important messages. 
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New prof sees value in sociology 


By Jen Battle 
Feature Editor 

For Dr. Anthony Lack, 
our new sociology teacher, 
students are of great im- 
portance. He enjoys work- 
ing in the classroom, and 
believes sociology to be of 
great value to students. 

Sociology was less of a 
choice and more of a call- 
ing for Lack. When he was 
younger, he felt slightly de- 
tached from the world, as 
if it were a movie playing 
around him. 

During his high school 
years, he spent most of his 
time walking through the 
streets of Chicago. He liked 
to look at the buildings, 
and then began to notice 
the differences in people. 

He describes himself as 
an abstract thinker who 
sees things as a puzzle. 
“Experience makes a per- 
son reflect on society,” says 
Lack. “[Abstract thinking] 
is a style of thinking that is 
hard to teach.” 

Lack has a total of three 


degrees in sociology. He 
has a doctorate from the 
University of Pittsburgh, a 
master's degree from the 
University of Central Mis- 
souri, and a bachelor's 
degree from Park Univer- 
sity. He also has a master's 
degree in Humanities and 
Philosophy from the Uni- 
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake. 

Prior to his employment 
at Potomac State, Lack 
worked as a professor at 
the University of Soldotna 
in Alaska. He says that the 
winters were “dark and 
cold,” and he spent most of 
his time teaching his class- 
es online. 

Lack chose Potomac 
State because he now 
works in the classroom. He 
also saw the opportunity to 
teach anthropology as an 
“exciting challenge.” 

One of his favorite parts 
of his job is sitting down 
with students outside of 
the classroom to talk about 
their ideas. He wants his 


students to gain the ability 
to analyze their surround- 
ings in a reflective and 
thoughtful manner. 

When he is not in the 
classroom, Lack enjoys 
motocross racing. He par- 
ticipates in enduro-rac- 
ing, which takes place on 
a course through woods, 
streams and hills. 

He enjoys reading books 
on science, cosmology and 
philosophy. He also enjoys 
writing, and has two books 
under consideration for 
publication. 

Lack lives with his wife 
and three medium-sized 
brown dogs, two of which 
were given to them by a 
neighbor. 

His wife works from 
home and travels to Alaska 
five times a year. 

Dr. Lack can be found 
teaching Introduction to 
Sociology, Introduction to 
Anthropology or Juvenile 
Delinquency, as well as 
working in his office in the 
Administration building. 



Photo by Luke McKenzie 



Art scape for students 
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Students were treated 
to free Frisbee spin art , 
temporary tattoos and 
a caricature artist in the 
Student Union as part of 
the Campus Connections 
welcome activities. 

The campus community 
was treated to a picnic 
lunch on Friday , Aug. 1 6 
and an on-the-quad dinner , 
Aug. 26. 

Other activities were 
ballistic bowling , movies 
on the quad , an ice cream 
social , free pizza , and a 
Keyser shopping shuttle. 

Photos by Charis Martin 





PAGE 5 Sept. 18. 2013 PASQUINO 


Volleyball team opens at 6-1 



By Ryan Beckman 
Editor 

The 6-1 -volleyball team is 
on the road tonight at Hag- 
erstown Community Col- 
lege at 7 p.m., in advance 
of a four -game home stand 
beginning this weekend. 

The Cats won three out of 
four games at the College 
of Southern Maryland In- 
vitational in La Plata, Md., 
over the weekend. 

On Saturday, the Cats 
defeated Lenoir Commu- 
nity College 3-0 and Wake 
Technical Community Col- 
lege 3-1. 

The ladies lost their first 


match on Sunday to Ca- 
tawba Valley Community 
College 3-0 but came back 
to win their final match 
against the College of 
Southern Maryland 3-2. 

Sophomore player Pey- 
ton Smith talked about the 
season. She said that ex- 
pectations are high for the 
team. 

“I would love to have a 
winning season,” Peyton 
said. “We have a pretty 
well-rounded team, and we 
all work well together. 

“I am going in with the 
attitude that we should 
win every game so we will 


see what happens! 

The Cats play this week- 
end in Lough Gym, Friday 
at 7 p.m. against Commu- 
nity College of Baltimore 
County and Saturday at 1 1 
a.m. against Butler County 
Community College. 

The home games con- 
tinue Wednesday night 
at 7 against Community 
College of Beaver County 
and Thursday night at 7 
against Northern Virginia 
Community College. 

Friday and Saturdays 
home games against CC 
of Baltimore County and 
Butler County Community 
College are at 7 p.m. and 
1 1 a.m. 



Men are 5-0-1 ; at home today 



By Morgan Wright 
Sports Editor 

The 2013 men's soccer 
team has started off on a 
roll, defeating their first 
three opponents and play- 
ing a double overtime tie 
against Prince George's 


CC. 

A home game against 
Westmoreland is sched- 
uled for 3 p.m. today. The 
team also plays at home 
Monday at 4 p.m. 

The young team with 19 
freshman and just four 


sophomores took down 
Lord Fairfax in their sea- 
son opener with an im- 
pressive score of 13-1. 
Sophomore captain Bran- 
don Cutter said, “In order 
for us to have continued 
success this year we need 
to improve and grow as a 
team.'' 

Cutter also said that with 
having so many freshmen it 
is important to get to know 
them all in order to be able 
to play well together. 

Even with so much suc- 
cess last year, the captain 
still believes they have po- 
tential to be just as good, if 
not better. 


Lady Cats open 3-1 
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By Brad Heltzel 
Sports Editor 

The Lady Catamounts, 
boasting a 3-1 record, 
play host to Westmore- 
land CCC tonight at 5. 
The game will be a grudge 
match and a tough, but 
pivotal test for the Cata- 
mounts as they will look 
to rebound coming off a 
heart-breaking double 
overtime loss to Freder- 
ick Community College in 
their previous match. 

The Lady Cats have only 
two more home games 
scheduled this season. 

In spite of the 3-1 
start, Head Coach Mark 
Sprouse is standing by 
his word that this will be 
a rebuilding year for the 
Lady Catamounts. 

With only four returning 
players from last season's 
team that went undefeat- 
ed in the regular season 
before falling in a gritty 
battle to Anne Arundel 
in the Region XX Final, 
Sprouse now fields a team 
full of unheralded fresh- 
men. 

Sprouse says patience 
is important as this young 
group continues to ma- 
ture and develop chem- 
istry and continuity with 
one another. 

Sprouse claims this 


team has the talent for 
success, but states that 
they must increase their 
cohesiveness and under- 
standing with one anoth- 
er in order to reach their 
full potential, something 
that will likely come with 
more playing time and ex- 
perience. 

Sprouse says he is lean- 
ing on the invaluable 
leadership skills of several 
players: Rebecca Messen- 
ger, Erin Lewis, and Abby 
Lantz. 

As the Lady Catamounts 
continue their overall im- 
provement as a team, 
coach Sprouse states that 
the strength of this team 
is its defense. The Lady 
Catamounts have allowed 
only two goals through 
their first four games. The 
team has several defen- 
sive stalwarts, anchored 
by sophomore Rebecca 
Messenger. 

Sprouse says the sched- 
ule is only going to get 
tougher as they have 
yet to play some of their 
strongest opponents. 

Sprouse is confident 
that this team can reach 
the playoffs, but claims 
they are likely still a year 
away from obtaining the 
postseason success of last 
year's team. 


WVU football off to 2-1 start to season 


By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

The West Virginia 
Mountaineers defeated 
Georgia State 41-7 Sat- 
urday to move to 2-1 this 
season. West Virginia's 
only loss this season was 
at the hands of Oklahoma 
in a sloppy game of turn- 
overs in Norman. 

An ongoing quarterback 
battle has been a theme 
this season already. How- 


ever, with a solid out- 
ing from freshman Ford 
Childress against Georgia 
State, it looks as if the job 
may be his. 

West Virginia has also 
stepped up its defense 
from a dreadful 2012. 
The defense is ranked 16 th 
in the nation in points 
against this season, giving 
up 17 points fewer in their 
first games this season. 

The outlook for the 


Mountaineers is gradu- 
ally improving each game. 
After being projected near 
last in the conference, the 
Mountaineers played a 
convincing game against 
a talented Oklahoma team 
and thrashed a weak Geor- 
gia State squad. 

The meat of West Vir- 
ginia's schedule is on the 
horizon however and West 
Virginia is one of only two 
teams with a Big 12 loss 


this season, which puts 
them near the bottom of 
the conference. 

The Mountaineers will 
travel to Maryland this 
Saturday to face the unde- 
feated Terrapins. Then it 
starts to get tricky for the 
gold and blue. 

West Virginia will be fac- 
ing a similar stretch in 
their schedule that tripped 
them up last season. The 
Mountaineers host Okla- 


homa State, travel to Bay- 
lor, host Texas Tech after 
a bye, and then travel to 
Kansas State and TCU in 
consecutive weeks. 

The season ends for the 
Mountaineers by hosting 
Texas, visiting Kansas and 
hosting Iowa State. West 
Virginia hopes to avenge 
losses from last season 
and climb back up the Big 
12 standings in the coming 
weeks. 
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Big 1 2 was a good move 

With the departure from the Big East after the 2011 season, 
the West Virginia Mountaineers finished their first Big 1 2 foot- 
ball season 7-5, not including the bowl loss to Syracuse. The 
expectations going into last season weren’t very high, and not 
many fans were on board with WVU jumping over to the Big 12 
from the Big East. 

In my opinion this was an excellent move for years to come. 

The Big East was what many would call a “soft conference” be- 
cause the talent wasn’t as com- 
petitive as other conferences like 
the SEC or Big 12. It’s rare to see 
a competitive Big East team play- 
ing in a BCS bowl game, with the 
exception of WVU being 3-0 in 
BCS bowl games, including the 
2012 stomping on Clemson (TO- 
SS) in the Orange Bowl. 

Another benefit to the move is recruitment. WVU has better 
opportunity for top high school prospects signing at WVU. The 
Big 12 gives you a more sophisticated look and a more serious 
football program. 

Last year the Mountaineers’ high-powered offense stormed out 
of the gate with two quick Big 12 victories over Baylor and at 
Texas. With the offense averaging 52 points per game, WVU was 
ranked 5 th in the AP Poll and Geno Smith was a favorite to win 
the Heisman. However, the Mountaineers lost five of their next 
seven games, giving up an average of 40 points per game. Now, 
Geno Smith, Tavon Austin and Stedman Baily have taken their 
talents to the NFL. 

So starts the rebuilding stage for WVU football, but we expect 
big things to come for the future. 

Tyler Lubrant 
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9/1 1 brings out patriotism 

Four planes, three locations, two thousands plus deaths, one day 
that changed America forever. 

Twelve years ago on September 11, 2001, America endured possibly 
its greatest tragedy. As hijackers took control of four separate commer- 
cial flights, they were clear on their mission. 

As people stood watching this unthinkable horror, there seemingly 
were no words, only emotions that could describe what they were wit- 
nessing. 

As these buildings burned and fell to the Earth, the nation was in 
great peril. People scrambled to their televisions all over the country 
just to mourn with the rest of the country. 

Hours into the day, still no explanation could be offered as to why 
someone would do this. Why would someone set out to terrorize Amer- 
ica to this nature? 

In the days following, the tears of America still fell. There was no 
correct way to tell someone it was all going to be OK. America had not 
just lost workers, first responders, and civilians, but America lost its 
security. 

However, no matter how great the tragedy, three colors always pre- 
vailed: red, white and blue. The stars and the stripes stood over a na- 
tion to offer peace: peace to everyone who was lost and peace to those 
who identified with the losses. 

One day, 12 years ago, men set out to change America, and they did. 
Although we may never know why they did it, Americans need no ex- 
planation. All Americans needed was a reason to stand proud and give 
honor to this country. 9/ 1 1 is a day of remembrance, but also brings 
out the patriot in all of us. 

Ryan Minnigh 

World war avoided in Syria 

More than 1,400 men, woman, and children, were killed last 
month by chemical weapons in Damascus, Syria. 

These attacks were thought to have come from forces under 
the control of President Bashar al-Assad, who has already been 
reported to the United Nations Security Council for suspicion of 
the use of chemical weapons. Al-Assad has denied anything to 
do with the attacks and has threatened “repercussions” to the 
U.S. and any other country that decides to militarily intervene. 

I believe President Obama has resolved a potential world war 
by making smart, well-thought-out decisions. He has shown the 
world that the United States is a democracy and a world leader. 
His actions strongly warn countries that they will be held ac- 
countable if they use chemical weapons. 

A week after the reported use of chemical weapons in August, 
President Obama announced in a press conference that “the 
United States should take military action against Syrian regime 
targets.” The attack would most likely be from tomahawk cruise 
missiles fired from destroyers in the eastern Mediterranean with 
the goal of destroying Syrian military facilities, not the chemical 
weapons themselves, for fear of spreading poisonous gas. 

Obama had little support for attacking from the American 
public despite assuring that military intervention would include 
no ground troops or long term issues. Obama then decided to 
seek Congressional authorization for an attack against Syria. 

In the meantime, UN inspectors investigated, analyzed, and 
reported their findings of the Damascus attacks. 

Obama’s Secretary of State John Kerry remarked that the cri- 
sis could be averted if Syria turned over their chemical weapons 
stockpile. 

A country we have historically butted heads with, surprisingly 
supported this “diplomatic path.” Russian President Vladimir 
Putin proposed that Syria turn over all of its chemical weapons 
to international control to avoid attacks from the United States. 

Some saw this as a moment of weakness for Obama. I see this 
as a strong leader who is willing to partner with a foe if a mili- 
tary solution can be avoided. 

Syria has agreed to allow the United Nations to account for 
and take over its chemical weapons. I hope this peaceful solu- 
tion to the chemical weapon crisis will lead to a wider diplomatic 
solution to the uprising in Syria. 



Nick Burton 




PAGE 7 Sept. 18. 2013 PASQUINO 


Campus Police called to alcohol-related incidents 


By Luke McKenzie 
Editor 

Like the beginning of any 
school year, there have 
been quite a few alcohol-re- 
lated incidents on campus. 
Campus Police have assist- 
ed fire and EMS agencies 
three times and the ambu- 
lance has been dispatched 
even more times than that. 

Deputy Chief of Campus 
Police Brian Kerling says 
that this kind of thing is 
expected at the beginning 
of the year until students 
are made aware of the dan- 
gers of alcohol. 

Kerling says the first pri- 
ority for any of these events 
is safety. Safety is focused 
not only on the person 
involved but for campus 
as a whole. Many times 
students are taken to the 
campus police office for the 
simple reason that it is a 



Campus Police were recently outfitted with a 2013 
Ford Police Interceptor and the K-9 van was updat- 
ed with a Jeep Liberty. Chief Kerling said Campus 
Police started with one unmarked car to now having 
three marked vehicles. Photo by Luke McKenzie 


safer and more controlled 
environment. Then after 
the student in question is 
analyzed, the ambulance is 
called to assure the safety 
of the student. 


Any student caught with 
alcohol on campus violates 
the student conduct sys- 
tem. Kerling said that in 
severe cases, students can 
be placed in jail. 


New county regulations ban smoking 


from public areas; WVU is smoke free 

_ . . rv . . athletic, 

By Lisa Rodeheaver 

Campus News Editor 


Mineral County’s Clean 
Air Regulation 2013 will 
take effect Oct. 1 . According 
to the Mineral County 
Health Department’s web 
site, smoking will not be 
allowed in public buildings, 
businesses, restaurants, 
clubs, within 15 feet of a 
building’s entryway, and 
outdoors in public areas 
where people congregate. 

Potomac State College 
already has similar 
smoking restrictions listed 
in the Student Handbook, 
in section seven. These 
restrictions include 

electronic cigarettes. 

Smoking is permitted 
on campus outdoors 
where cigarette urns have 
been placed. Smoking is 
also permitted at least 
15 feet from academic, 


When you see someone 

hammered, wasted, trashed, 
blitzed, housed, faded, or 

sloshed... 

DO SOMETHING 


If you suspect someone is "too drunk" or may 

have alcohol poisoning, 

DO SOMETHING 

« Call 91 1 

* Roll person onto his or her side to avoid choking. 

* Administer CPR if the person stops breathing. 

* Don't hesitate or worry about what they will think when sober. It is always 
better to be safe than sorry. 

* Friends don't leave Friends alone. 

DO NOT LEAVE THE PERSON ALONE 

This message was brought to you by Ihe P9C AQD Prevention Office. 


Be informed, take control 


residential and 
administrative building 
entrances and windows. 
There is a smokers’ hut 
next to Lough Gymnasium. 

Smoking and the use of 
electronic cigarettes are not 
permitted in any campus 
buildings, all outdoor 
athletic event seating 
areas, and common areas 
of residence halls including 
porches and near open 
windows. 

The WVU main campus 
became a smoke-free 
campus last year. 

If you would like to kick 
the smoking habit before 
transferring or would just 
like to save around $1,900 
in the next year, help is 
available and it’s free! 

Student Health Services 
has received a grant from 
the state of West Virginia 
for staff members and 
students who would like to 
start a smoking cessation 
program. 

Contact College Nurse 
Cherise Southerly at the 
Student Health Center for 
more information. 

Birthday 

continued from Page 1 
born and raised in Bridge- 
port, W.Va. He says what 
he appreciates the most 
about the state is its natu- 
ral beauty, history and the 
spirit of the people. “The 
people of West Virginia 
have a rugged, hardy and 
proud culture.” After serv- 
ing in the military, he re- 
turned to West Virginia to 
continue his education. 

Bernadette Capaldi said 
that even though she is 
not a native, she will al- 
ways love this state for the 
friendliness of the people. 

Head Trainer Carita Mills 
stated that her favorite 
thing about West Virginia 
was the unique shape of 
the state. 

PSC students can help 
honor the celebration. 
They are invited to partici- 
pate in a statewide library 
program to read 1 50 books 
in one year to honor West 
Virginia. 

West Virginia is noted 
for its beautiful mountains 
and its historical logging 
and coal mining industries. 
It is also known for its wide 
range of recreational ac- 
tivities such as whitewater 
rafting, hunting, biking, 
and so much more. 
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Anniversary of MLK 
speech marked by 
thousands in DC 


By Zach Minshall 
Campus News Editor 

Last month marked the 
50 th anniversary of Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s, “I 
have a dream” speech and 
the historic march on our 
nation’s capitol. The me- 
morial service was held at 
the Lincoln Memorial, the 
very place Dr. King had de- 
livered his oratory master- 
piece 50 years earlier. 

At least two of our PSC 
family attended. Social 
Justice Officer and sociol- 
ogy instructor Mollie Ra- 
venscroft attended with 
her husband; also, PSC 
freshman and D.C. native 
Nikol Bouknight was in the 
audience. 

Bouknight was born and 
raised in Washington, D.C. 
and has a legacy of civil 
rights in her family. Her 
adoptive grandmother, on 
her mother’s side, attend- 
ed the original march 50 
years ago. 

Bouknight said, “It felt 
like I was at the original 


march.” 

She said it seemed as 
if history were repeating 
itself. Finding it hard to 
sum up the experience in 
words, she spoke of how 
she was able to watch her 
mother’s church choir per- 
form in front of Dr. King’s 
memorial during one of the 
Saturday services. 

Another highlight of 
Bouknight’s weekend in- 
cluded having the honor 
of standing side by side 
and meeting the family of 
shooting victim Trayvon 
Martin. 

Bouknight said, “It was 
a landmark moment, not 
only for African-Ameri- 
cans, but for everyone in 
America.” 

Ravenscroft has always 
been interested by any- 
thing having to do with in- 
equalities or social strug- 
gle. 

She said “I felt it was im- 
portant to commemorate 
the event, so people do not 
view civil rights as history, 
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but an on-going struggle.” 
Ravenscroft also noted how 
inspiring all of the speak- 
ers were. 

She remembered how 
she had wanted to go to 
the 20 th anniversary of the 
march, but she was away 
at college. 

Ravenscroft spoke of how 
privileged she felt to be able 
to meet such a wide array 
of people, from all sorts of 
different backgrounds and 
ethnicities, “It was a much 
more diverse crowd than at 
the first rally,” noting that 
inequalities are more far 
reaching now than ever be- 
fore. 

“We will not be 
satisfied until 
justice rolls 
down like 
waters and 
righteousness 
like a mighty 
stream.” 
-Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 


March photos courtesy of Kent Moreno, husband of 
professor Mollie Ravenscroft, both of whom attend- 
ed the 50th anniversary of the March on Washing- 
ton, last month 











